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ADVERTISE ME N T. 



T N poft of the Arts and Sciences, Pro-» 
' feflbrs have formed general outline^ 
pf the plan, method^ and arrangement, tp 
be followed by the pupils who fludy them^ 

Some fort of analyfis might be of equal 
fervice to young proficients in parliamen- 
tary eloquence-'— A multitude of words, de- 
livered with rapidity and vehemence, puzzle 
and confufe thofe who are unacquainted 

with the technical trick of debate It 

will be of ufe therefore to prepare for our 
juvenile fcn2tors, a compendious outline 
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c(f fucH arguments ^s may moft probably be 
employed at the ^opening of the approach^ 
ii>g Scflion. 

And, in order to detecft the fallacy of 
much popular rhetoric^ brief obferyation$ 
will be annexed to each of the Common- 
place topics ; by \yhich means, when any 
of the old Oppofitipn Orators begin to flou- 
rifli away on thefe trite arguments, the 
joung members may, by recurring to the 
proper fedlion in the Anajyfis, immediate-. 
ly find moft of the thoughts^ and many of 
the njoordsy that will be ufcd, fgr^ or againftt 
the Queftion ; with this main difference^ 
that each will be much fhorter, and pro^ 
bably both more intelligible. 

The Author is aware, that nothing can 
be fimpler than this plan j it being much 

of 



t til ) 

of the fame nature with an Exbibiiion C^ 
talogue, which merely defcribes the fub- 
jedts of the fevcral compofitions prefcntcd 
to public eriticifm ; and poflibJy jfemc jead- 
crs may think it might have been; well, to 
complete the fimilcr by fubjoining in thia 
inilance,. as well as in the former, the 
names of the ieveral Artii^s > but, though 
fomething of that dramatic kind, was ra^ 
ther fuccefsfully attempted in a pamphlet^ 
called Antkipatmy it feems more advife- 
ablc to avoid the leaft appearance of perfb- 

nality, on ^ the prefent occafien : The 

ridicule that was then, with fome proprie- 
ty, diredled againft the tedioufnefe, or the 
pedantry, or the droll dotage, that charac- 
terized fome individual fpeafcers ; would 
:ftow be wholly unnecefTary : it never was 

a tafk 



( ^f **^ / 

ft tafk of difficulty to cxpofe tlie foHy o/ 
mock eloquence ; once atchieved, the re- 
petition would be as difguftful as thefiibje(9E. 

But fophiftry afliinies new ffiapes, and 
adis under various- difgitifes' ; like the m^-- 
licious enchanter in romance', fo be finally 
overcome, it rafufl; be attacked in all \ii 
transformations • yet he who engages iri 
this war of words, can be but little expofed 
to any charge of prefumption ; it is a com- 
bat far more tirefome, than perilous ; ancf 
however feverely his patience may be exer- 
cifed, he will have but few occadons toex-' 
ert his ftrength ; fo that as his utmofi trf- 
umph can be only proportionable to fo inferi* 
or a conteft, he may be fecure at Icafl from! 
the imputation of vanity in undertaking if^ 
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Th£ late and THt NfeW PAiLIAMfiNTt 

THE late parliamftnt waS the tooft in-* 
famous, flavifl), bifc, fordid, verikl, . 
hiean, incttnfittdnt, defpicable parliameht, 
that ever exifted.—s'It betrayed the rights of 
the people , tf dmpldd on theif- privileges i 
violated their majefty ; fervilely croached to 
prerogative > and wafted the blood and 
treafure of the public, to Mlitc private , 
ambition and avarJce. 

£ Hence 
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Hence national refentment was univcrfallji' 
#ouzed 5 the elective body, to a man, defpir 
fed the rcprefentative, and all ranks and orders^ 
of people anxioufly expcded the happy m6- 
ment of the diffolution. At the approach? 
indeed of tliat awful crifi^,* polittcai frailty 
felt a fort of death-bed penitence ^ it wag 
the hedic virtue of a moment : the panic 
.^, however fbon fub^ded ;'- and„- fl'ufhed witb 
uew hopes of a protrafted exiftence: the* 
old feptennial methodift rbfe, like Voltaire 
from ficknefs, impatient fdr . deeper vices^, 
and anxious for more aggravated profli)- 

^ ^. '•" ..Sq.cfr ^rtl , yvnt parlianaent-^Look yoii*- 
jlow what follows"-T-A young phcEnix 
riiing frotti the aihcs of the old !; — the befl 
. ;cCa]l poiSWt; pacliapieats !---a pure^ un- 
, corrupt,, delegai^ipn from the tru^Xpurce of 
^ .all real power, the people: unfettered by 
, eonnedlons ; unclogged with errors ; free 
to confult 5 to deliberate ^ to determine ;. 
for the public fafety I " Such is your par- 
liament/* 
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ANSWER. 

IT is difficult to give a juft idea, of the a- 
* nimatell ftile 6( oppofition invedives^ 
particularly on fuch i tbcfne as thcprcfent,- 
Where the free indulgencfe of ihetA, is iin*»- 
chedced by any of thofe awkward reftraints, 
which fomc yorfng men havd of late,- fo'tin- 
^o'riftittttiohally thrown on them.— A de- 
xjeafcd pariiament is one of thofe immaterial 
objciSts, that every oni may attack with: 
j>erfea impunity 4 and indeed, under the 
|)refcht reftridions, it is no fmall conveni-* 
*cncc to the jcomponent part6 of foch a cbr- 
|>oratebody^ to have in the very nature oT 
^cir conftitution, a fafe refourcefou the 
<xercife of their wildeft rancour, and moft 
fanciful afperity* It is however uncoft^* 
cionly whimfical, that almoft the very 
iame fet of men, who adually compofed - 
<he fubjed: of this invedlve, fhouTd be 
them/elyes the auditors of it;^ and at* the 
jGuiac moment that they arc ftigiinauzed irt 
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their late capacity, they (hould receive fo 
prernature a panegyric in their [pew one j 
yet fuch is almoft precifely the cafe- 

The Hft parliament and the prefent par- 
Ijariient being very nearly one, and the fanme- 
-r-lt is true indeed, there have been fomq 
exchanges, and different branches of par- 
ticular families have taken their rotation in 
cle^Sion honours ; but flill both parliamentji . 
are effentially and eff^Bually alike : fp that, 
\vith a few inponfiderable exceptions, thci 
returns and re-ele£tions incontrovertibly 
prove, that all the imputations of national 
odium and contempt, fo induflrioufly 
thrown on the laft parliament, muft a^ 
leafl: have been grofsly exaggerated, ifno^ 
entirely faljfc, .. 

As to the penkentiaf vote^ fo often, *nc^ 
fo vauntingly relied on, it will always be re- 
piembered, that the Houfe at large^ refur 
fed to report th e abJiraSi propojition fo fcar- 
I'ully pafled, by a committee of inferior 

nprnb^ri 
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numbers — ^It was iodeed a florid weaknjsfs j 
t!ic hcftic effort of exhauftcd fedition ; that 
" Like the faint offer of a latter fpring, 
ferved but to ufhcr in the fall, and wilhere4 
in f^n af^^if^c^ bloppi/' 



pp^«* 
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Coj^PL^iy^^NTARy Invitations TO Se 

SCATTERED AMONG THE YOUNQ 
M»M9ERj?. 



i 



AS It is fcarcely poffible that any gen- 
tleman of fpirit, or independence, 
can fupport the miniftry, without forfeiting 
all pretenfions to virtue, juftice, honor, and 
common fcnfe, there can be ftill lefs doubt, 
that thofe, who are l^aft hackneyed in 
fhe ways of public life, and confequently 
inoft accutely fenfible of the allurements of 
popularity, will inftantly join the prefent 
conftitutional, upright, confiftent, generous^ 
juft, oppofition. 

What can be fo flattering to youthful am-* 
bition, as being immediately enrolled in a 
band of genuine patriots, and regiftered 
^mong the only Britifli worthies of the age ! 
what ampler field can the world afford for 
the difplay of genius, learning and elo- 
qufcnce, than that glorious conteft oi AmerU 
ri7 with England^ of freedom againft tyran- 



nv! 



In 




Kttlc, of no fcbpe for rhetoric, in* plain ft^tc- 
ments, regular calculations, legal prccrfionv 
and lucn other trite, and plain modes, a» 
men in office wu/i neceffarily purlue. On 
the contrary, oppojition^ has inexhaaltibte 
themes *of^ eloquence— fufpicions,. alarms, 
menaces, and predictions^ (not to mentioa 
impeachments, which cannot well rebuff fo 
regularly) are rich and conftant four^bes of 
popular declamation. Beifidcs," 6^^^^ the 
chief benefits that arifc froth ' neW ''pai^^^ 
' ments, is the aGeeffion'oJf freili 'iuppfibsi of 
* genius and cultivated abilifiesl * And"pe¥ftlps,. 
there never was a time, when fuch immeiifc 
quantities cf both were introduced into the 
Houfc of Commons as upon the prefcnt oc- 
cafion — ^young gentlemen, not only endow- 
ed with prodigiorus abilities, but who have 
been for many years back, in training for 
debate, abound on all fides. — What an in- 
finite pity would it be then, were fuch im- 
proved talents obfcured and fhrowded from 
public adnwratioii, in the dull details of of- 
ficial 
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iicial politicians! — • — Iii the ftiomchf 6t 
peril and difmay^ it is happy for this hatiort 
at large to have felected men, forme'di as it 
were, for the falvation of their countHrw — ^ 
It is ho lefs fortunate for thofe, who poifeft 
fuch talents, to have them called ihttf ate- 
don, at fo aweful a crifis.-^Indced, if 
is one of ithe gre'stt benefits arifing from thef 
prefent calamities, that gentlemen have now 
much finer opportunities And more numerous 
ilibjccts, for diff)Iaying their talents, than 
they could poffihly have enjoyed in more 
quiet times ; and which too, if rrot imme- 
diately taktn advantage of, may irretrievably 
efcatpe by fome unlucky change, to profpe-^r 
tity abroad, or humanity a:t home. 



ANS. 
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^T 7 HA T antidote can rcafon provide 
VV -againft fuch potent incantations ? — 
^he cold fuggeftion <tf more temperate ad- 
vice would feebly refift the Syren voice of 
•popular allarement ; and vainly is judgment 
^ddrcfled, where the fubtle appeal is more 
fancifully made to vanity and inexperiencct 
To examine and analizc the feveral properties 
x)f real d^batey in diftin^Hon to* thofe of wild 
Jeclamatw/i, would appear too refined*: '^to 
-ridicule the prevailing -paffion for oratory> 
^too trite : ftill lefs would it be proper, under 
^this divifioft, cither to enquire into* the mcritsr 
of Minority, <frto difcufs the -juftice and 
^cerity of their claims to public confidence* 

To raife new levies for the fervice of 
Oppofition, is fo entirely the intereji of that 
4ct of men who command the old troops^ 
.that k cannot fail to create fomeilight doubts 
^.thepeiTc(ft fincerity and pure zeal df their 



( i8 ) 

Complimentary invitations. But (without 
confidering fuch an adventurous jundlion in 
the more li&riojafi light of a defertion from 
every folid and fubftantial intcreft of our 
country) it may not be wholly unufeful to 
fuggcft how impoffihle if i« for the Oppofi- 
lioo^ in its prcfent ftatc, to afford -thofc nu- 
i^ierous and happy occafions for tb* diiplay 
of genius and j^leqi^encp, which its advocates 
{o fpeciou fly hold out as tb^ ftrpngcft iiicenr 
fives to youthful atpbition.. 

The Mimrify has long been diredied, and 
con;trouled, by a few leading orators 5 who^ 
after years of fatiguing fef vice, arc moftjuftjy 
entitled to ranlf as veterans! in tbieir pro»r 
feffion 5 and art now too reafonably jealous 
of their eftabliihed precedence, to partipipate 
in fame with the raw recruits they are fo 
anxious to enlift— One of their leaders has 
exprefbly publiihed the ^ Articles oj Party ^^ 
. with mu(ch fairncfs aiid candour, avov^ing 
the neceflity of obedience to a $:on[Tiik}n 
leader, and of ading in due fubordination 
to bis commander Wifh n:ore zeal, indeed^ 
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thin policy, tFiis champion 6f party wpy > 
frankly decried and ridiculed all fepafrate ex-^ 
ertions and individual efforts, as attempts of 
tqaa! inefficacy and preAimprion ; and ra^ ' 
ther ralhly difcovered fo much «norc of this ^ 
degrading fyftem than former politicians hadl «' 
thought it wife, or decent to reveal, tixat ; 
many men of proper pride and fpirit were • 
difgofted x;<^ith the Rockingham fervice^ and 
heg*d leave to refign their commij/ms - Others - 
of fubtler talents^ laboured with more art and 
Cafuiftry to explaii^h away thefe dangerous 
articles i but ftill, however fpecioufly they 
argued, they always had the precaution ta 
maintain their rank in eloquence, by thejex- 
clofiort of every new competitor, ttii %o fe- 
cure the. creidit^ by moftopoHzirig the time^ , 
of debate* 

—*Na young man 6f talents has, foryepe 
bacfc, met with the patroi^age of Oppofuian ; , 
every facceedmg fefliQft wftSr the echo of the . 
former ; the fanie qu$^nti{y of time has been v 
annually devoted ta the fame tedioufhefe an4 
protra^on of debate; even ftated hour* 
feeaicd almoil appointed for each particular 

orator j 
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orator; ne!r was • it ever a very. diffic\ilt cal-^ 
culation to imagiii«*who was adually fpeak^ 
irrg, at any given timr, by only looking what 
o'clock it was; for* the daily movements o£ 
their rhetoric were as • mechanically exhi- 
tiked, . by a periedical fuecfeffion of figure?> 
as^thofe of the famous Stnstjbufrg clock ; ex- 
cept indeed, when fom© rough -unmanage- 
able country- gen tjemcn ^z^^Wi/ilartou^t, like^ 
the favages of St. Dunflan's, to give-a hally^ 
flrok«, or two, and then retire again, to?^ 
reft in peace on their unpoli(hed clubs. 

Bat above-^ all, the particular ftile of abi- 
lities, which charaderise the prefeat ma- 
nager of Oppofilion, renders all inferior cx^ 
er-tions in eloquence, almpft ufelefs and ri^^ 
diculous — There is a magnitude in extraor- 
dinary talents, that contrafts, and caricaturea^^ 
thte comparative inequality of thofe who arc 
placed in competition with them. Qtialities^v 
which, carried f& an' extreme, are ftriking^ 
from' their enormity, (fuch as defperate* vc^ 
hemcncc and oOtrageous acrimony) become 
ridiculous in imitation, and impotent by in^ 
ft riority. They referable theatrical thunder 

0001^ 



c&m pared with real ; and ferve only to W-^ 
lefque an original, that can never be fuccefs- 
fully iniitated. The minor malcdinteots^ 
and mimic republicans of the prefent day^ 
would do well therefore tordfled:, how vei<y 
€ontenf)pcIble the petty partisans of fadidn 
-have beeni in all ages arrd countries. There 
were dozens^ of duodecimo Gatilines, whb 
buzzed confpiracy in every corner of thfc 
Forunei, thoughhiftbry has fcarcely ftooped 
to name thecb ^ Ravaillac had his monk 
committees and holy ajfociation^^ vrhok debates 
and refolutions have been charitably configned 
tb oblivion: itor has there ever: been any 
dcfperate leader, from the rank of CatHime 
to Cade^ who has not boafted a gang of 
followers, officiousy and objjture j bufy^ ani* 
forgot.. 



pBm^ 
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TN ftating contingent events, a«d ^educiogf 
:-*• jhe future confequ«nces of any ntte»* 
ftir* flow in agitation,, Oppofition (hould d^ 
^ays !» deemed infallifblc— They are imitkd 
to this depeAilance on their prefent ppedic-' 
tioos, hecaufe all their former , prophecies 
arc fully accompliftied.— Left a poin't .of 
fuch confeqAience to their credit fhould have 
remained unrecorded, a copious lift of thefe 
divinatbns wa^ publi(hed in a. periodica^l pa^ 
per devoted to their fcrvice -, and, to au^- 
thenticate n^orc indubitably the evidence of 
this. political forefight, any gentleman, who 
will befo obliging as to refer to the lift, will 
find the date of each predidion accurately 
fubjoined, the place of utterance in a mar- 
ginal note, and the full accomplifhment in 
the oppofite column. It will be equally ap- 
parent, that the miniftry in feveral in- 
ftances, received and treated thefe pro- 
phecies with moft irreverent fcepticifm: 
with great juftice and propriety therefore, 

no 
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Ino cireufnftance is more perpetually, and 
niore fuccefsfully, urged, than the Propbe^ 
cies cfOppcJibon j and he»ce ^ k «oft fairly 
inferred, that their pafi fagacity, invefts 
them with an iadefeafibk and pcrpptwl ifl»» 
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npHE gipfey Fortune-teller '' taket ^ 
X bond of Fate,'' and to enfure her 
Ikill, mod gtntrzWy perpetrates the mifchieCs 
flicpredifts..r— To this judicious policy it m^ 
jbc chiefly oswing, that Egyptian divina- 
tion has fo Jong forvlv'4 all other oracles an^ 
Cvpcrnatural iqfpir^tions of antiquity— -The 
Pythian pricftefs became iufpcdied, or un- 
inteUi|gible, frpni evafion, or ambiguity ^ 
and was equally ftigmatifed by Philip's gold, 
or the chains of Cr«fus.-57— r — ^Even our 
liomefpun witches " palter'd in fucb double 
/enfey' that, by their own equivocation more 
tjwn any tcrr9rs of law, they forfeited the 
credulous veneration theyhadfolong ufurpcd.* 
r— In ihort, the gipfey purfues th^ beft fyf- 
tem for all human prophecies. This en- 
suring Sybil, boldly corredb the uncertainty 
of time, and chance, and with great pry^ 
dence relics on her own dexterity, for the 
^ccurefl: voucher of her prefcience. 

-isp-A fimi? 
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*— A fimilar wifdom has guided tile prd-^ 
ph'ets of Oppojitiom 

'^ I pledge myfelf to this Houfc (fays one 
^* of them) that the confidence which Amc- 
** rifca may juftly rfepofe in the fympathetic 
'* ardor, that infpires a very great part of this 
** nationi will make her fcbrn your menaces, 
** and fly to arms, to vindicate her fights/*-— 
Here is one inftarice among a thoufand o- 
thers of a patriotic prediflion, that, by the 
liberal encouragement it holds out, goes great 
kngths to eiFedl the tvent it foretells, and 
is, in fad, the leading caufc of its own ac- 
compliflimenf;— — — ** Away with the idle 
*' notion (fays another prophet) of fuccefs in 
'* your Northern expedition! I im bold to 
** fay, (andlwifh my words to be taken 
•* do.wn) that mifearriage and ruin, will at-*' 
** tend that demoted army."— —Not to com^ 
ment too harftily on the very extraordinary 
precifioi^ and accurac}'* of thefe terms, it is 
fair to obferve thus much on all predi<5tiona 
of this nature^ That they aft with a double 
influence : firft, by difpiriting our friends,, 
and then by encouraging the enemy ; confc- 
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^Ocntly, if they arc not condemned as j^/w^" 
cipaisy they may at Icaft be arraigned as adivc^ 
accomplices^ in producing the calamity thc^* 
foretell. 

'But as many people hare thought, that' 
too /large a portion of debate has been em-^ 
ployed of late years in recounting the utte- 
rance^ and expounding the final completion 
of thcfe pi'ophecies j: it might tend to ab- 
breviate this article of oratory, if a commit- 
tee of parliamentary projrfiets, invefted with 
Ae enfigns of augural authority, were or-^ 
dered forthwith to- /r<?/tfr^ ^ind bring in ar 
kind of Political jUmanack^.* ov Patriots Ca-- 
lendery for the nk of the current year ^.where-- 
i^ all minor victories and defeats, (houldbe^ 
f^t doWQ as feafta^ and fafts, and red-letter^ 
days fet apart far more important loffcs; 

It might enricha work of this nature, to- 
interleave each month with pages of collate- 
ral philofophy, oppofite to its fubjeds ; fuch'^ 
as refutations of fcveral vulgar errors too com- 
monly;- cntct-aincd, relative to fome military 

mi£^eds» 
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mifdeeds in the late campaigns ; by com- 
paring them, to the Fetrpgade motion of the 
planets ; which every' more enlightened ob- 
ierver can eafily prove to be quite contrary 
to appearances, and merely arrfing from our 
▼aft diftancc from the objcds, and the grofs 
imedium •through which we view them • 
ib too, any tedioufncfs in croffiog the De/a-^ 
nvare^ or obfcurity in the Saratoga bufinefsy 
4iiight receive great light from the philofo* 
phy oi tranfits^ znd eclipfes ; while the doc- 
trine of Gomcts would ftirnifli infinite ana* 
4ogy to all kinds of ejfcentricity, civil, jmili* 
vtary, or nayal, 

^ 'Thefe, together with proper ^tables for 
^calculating the influence of the moon on the 
i^'ife and fall of ftocks, would form a very 
vcompendious and handy diary in ftate^afFairs, 
.and, in a fiiort tin>e, muft become as infal- 
dible a guide in politics, as Partridge's prc^ 
.Ji&ioni formerly were in aftrology . 



ANKVAt 
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Annual Parj.iament?? 

IN the moment of moft general danger tq 
the very exiftencc of a ftate, from a 
rebellion, and a foreign war, it becomes all 
wife, good, and prudent men, to devote their 
\vhole time to the concerting meafures, not 
to overcome the common enemy, but to 
new model and patch up the conftitutipn ; 
juft as, in a clofely befieged town, every 
clever fellpw (hould leave it to his inferior's 
to repell the affailants from .the walls, and 
bufy himfelf, and/his neighbours, in drawing 
plans to repair, and bcaptify the old town- 
liall, the affembly-rooms, and other builds 
jngs of thq city. And this, not from any 
paradoxical ponfufion, or ideal refinement, 
that the infid^ of the town \% to all intents and 
purpofes the e^2/(/^</(^ ; or 'that the faid edifices 
are 'virtually the fprtii^cations ; but fqr a 
much fimpler and more fubftantial reafon ; 
pamely that the day of diftrefs and danger 
is the true time to frighten the magiftrates 
}Pt9 f?ceiving their terms : which, if th^ 
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liege is raifed, will fet them up for ever iii 
fame and fortune ; and if it be not, will 
fcrve at leaft to recommend them to the 
vi€toriQU« enemy as very fhrcwd and nota- 
jblc projectors. 

• Now, in a ftate like ours, it is clear that 
the conftitution of parliament muft always 
form the grand fubjeiS of political theory. 
Hence various fchemes have been propoundr 
cd, to purify, and refine it from all corrupr 
tions ; and many tedious preparations, in the 
nature of chymical proccffes, have been 
pccafionally invented, to exalt it to what it 
really fliould be, a kind of compound elixiir 
of popular fpirit. 

In the courfe of thefe experiments, fome 
profeflbrs infifted, that its whole efficacy 
imufl depend on the ingredients, that com* 
pofe it, being brought from their feveral 
native foils, free of all charges. — Others held, 
^that larger quantities of itsrhoft wholcfome 
Jimplt's^ fhould be gathered out of the richer 
eft, and beft cultivated lands, and not pick- 
ed up, like mvffhrooms^ from old waftes 

an<| 
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{lifld barren common9. But, however com-, 
rpofed, fifted, and refined, feveral concurrefl 
rin opinion, that it tieixer could keep its fpirit 
above three years, becaufe formerly they 
only made it up for that time, 

: But the laflr, and far moft ' important dif- 
.'^overy of all, is, that it never poffibly can be 
:?fit for ufc, or good for any thing at al^, 
^bovc a twelvemonth zfter it is firft put to- 
gether. Or (to releafe the metaphor be- 
fore it's quite exhaufted) that annual parlia^ 
icnents »re the grand arcatium, and fovereign 
/panacea, for all the diftempers of our de- 
cayed and perifliing conftitution. And, in 
order to eftablifli this important point ; firft^ 
they affirm, that the virtue of that reftri<9:ed 
<daration beyond a triennial one, is vfcry 
clearly proved by a converfe ratio of the old 
isomely adjige^ " ^Tbere can never be too 
much of a good dbingy^ which, being inverted^ 
very fairly carries the queftion -hy three to 
Mnty againd trienmal in favour of annu^ 
parliaments-^ And next, the ingenious ad- 
vocates of this improvement, as clearly prove 
dtie undoubted u/e,2ind pleafure, that would 

naturally 



jiatiitally refalt tfoth to conftituentfi aiid r*^ 
prefentatives, from this .annual revolution of 
ititercourfej by flie wing how infallibly it 
rtiuft promote the health and fpirits of the 
former, to be under a fort of pleafihg nc-^ 
ccfiity, to keep up a vifiting acquaintance^^ 
With their conftituents in the purer air of the 
country ; tt> whom, • in thir turn it would^ 
pYov€ equally; beneficial and dtliglitful, bjr 
cfncouraging the brtflinefs of trade, an* 
ebeapnefs of provifions, at foch conftant re* 
petitions of eleftion feftivity, and corivi-^ 
vkl fcllowfhip..--":— But thefc, and many fe^ 
tfondary motives, arc loft in the beautyv 
depth, atid curiofity of the main argument,,^ 
that is the foundatiorv of this plan, whifch-ia^ 
briefly this ; The iijyfterious excellence o^* 
rtie nurarber Twelve, that limits the months^ 
in this conftltutional period: a cabalifticat 
idea, which, tho' too fubtle and complex^ 
to bedwelt on niinutely in this place, can- 
not fail to ftfike every impartial mind witii 
fufficicnt force, on the m'ere mention of * 
few inftances, among the millions whicb 
e^afty wherein this number of Twelve pre- 
* # duxninatcsr 
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idbtninflttes : with \vhich (hoft ^numeratldrt 
the fubje<3; fhall be clofcd; 

Firft then, all the world knows, that th6 
^arth revolves in twelve month-s> round the 
iwehe figris of the Zodiac y and this too, (as 
Monfieur Gebelin very critically expounds,) 
was typically illuftrated, in Paga'n mytholo- 
gy, by the twelve labours of Hercules ; all- 
which, like our corporate and parochial of-^ 
fices, were performed exadJy ir> the good,* 
even, fpace of a twelvemonth. Next, all petty 
juries arecompofed oi twelve ^ and grand ju- 
ries, of twice twelve^ good men and true j 
fo too there are /Ww judges ; and, the' the 
bi(hops ^exclufiveof the two metro|>olitans) 
are juft twice that number^ yet there is a 
relative proportion even in this difference,' 
which was certainly defigned to fignify the 
double g^ory of ecclefiaAical, unified with tern-* 
poral dignities; as well as the exadt increafe 
of piety in thefe latter, conEipared to the pri- 
mitive times ; when, in truth, as every ontf 

knows^ there were but twetve apoftles 

Add to thefe therefore the twelve candlejlich 

in 
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in the revelations, the twelve tribes of Ifrac , 
the twchr Cxizv^i and dozens of other duo-* 
deciniD examples, and you will then have 
the very eflencc of all the arguments, in fa- 
vour of parliaments for twelve months. 
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ANSWER. 



PREVIOUS QUESTION. 
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^B»T Officers DRIVBN vrom taa 
Sekvice. i 

MINISTERS haw the an td con* 
nedi cbntrarictfciB df bstfetitTs ^ thtlf 
AKmtfs wiAdut fcattfe, 6r employ to fi& «ndi 
bar bcftoffieers.— tofnjd«»<jf the .fontwiJ 
have appeared in the militia : the latter has 
been t^aally irtftaiiced both .ai:6dr :acejy, 
and navy.— There k famtthias ^ ^*S** 
craft th this crooked policy— The vittuc a»4 
valour of ^Tbefeus were too formWafclc: to » 
feeH^ and fafpicious tyrant to be oivatloakcd 
with-aff*<3td contempt, or openly d«gr»3«d i 
it wa« afefer, and fobtltr cruelty to etha^ft 
this dangerous heroifm, in remote aq4 pe- 
rilous enterprizesj which, if atchieved. 
would give credit to the wifdom of tbofe 
^ffhopryeSfe4 them, but, if attended with 
{home and (Jifappointmcnt, might lo^er, if 
IK* etrtircly deftroy, the reputation of their 
condvtfiwft. 

The 
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"fht herb of antiquity' indeed, defeated^ 
tfeis pernicious fyftem, and returned in tri- 
umph, to greet his infidious employers with 
thfwclbcrm^fuccefres,--ahd offenfivc viftoryl 
But, however fatally imperfcd the parallel 
of devoted valour muft appear in modernt' 
annals,' every' genefoos' mind wiH' equally 
abhor th€ fame bafe and meai> policy, vvfaich, 
in both in ft ances^ veiled ruin beneath its 
bounty, aifd exalted, r psily to deftroy ; • 

Such*! has bwh, the odious- fyftem of go* 
vemment towafrds- thofe, whofe profeffional 
emfinencci joined; to their popular? attach- 
ments and cotinedtions, pointed theffi out 
as the'fitteft objafts.for temporary banifli- 
ment, at leaft^ if not. fhamefol Captivity 
abrbad,> or mote degrading, impotenxjc-. at 
homer - 

' Nor has the erfeeutiTe' p6\^er beea lefs* 
bufily 'oppreffivd in the domeftic arrange- 
liien^s b# our great internal and eonftituti^ 
6nal defence, the milStia.-^It is^ the extreme 
ef tyranny to controul the freedom of 
fhougbt— -Sidney loft his life for his written^ 

prideipksv 



i 3.7. ) 

plnhclplcs;— With more cautious injiifticesJ 
the patriots of the prefent day, are deprived 
0f their hereditary honours, for dajriag ta 
^tak their independent opinfons. — To re- 
Jeafc the mind from. the. oppreffive awe of 
of authority, the patriotic parliament of 
Charles the Firft's reign claimed,, and ex- 
crcifed, their juft right of appointing the 
Lord Lieutenants,, and olher officers, that 

irray and com^mand, our militia. It was 

too well forefeen that a right of fo extenfiv^' 
a nature might, in the hands of regal ca- 
price, become a convenient inftrument ta 
check the fpirit of liberty, or to punijh it» 

generous exertions. Could it have . beea 

imagined that the time would arrive, whea 
the high eft and moft important ranks^ of 
that very armament (hould be raflily ia- 
vaded> and revengefully violated by prero- 
gative, if, on any occafion, their eftabliflbcd 
poffcflbrs dared to exercife the right of 
thinking for themfelves, it might have 
damped the 2eal of precipitate loyalty in re- 
figning fo important a right to the difcre- 
tion and virtue of a monarch. Unfortu^ 
»ately however this very right was as raflily 

furrendered 



jftitTendcfed by thfe parliarflcnt of ChaHe^tli* 
^cond, as it was manfafly maintained iti thtf 
itign of his tyrannic^t pfcdeceffoy. 

What ha^' befen the Confequence ?*--i-We' 
have lived to Tie the day when a rarnous ancf 
wretched adminiftration (that ddihiniftraticn, 
iVhich has invariably purfued the wickedf 
fyftem of divifion j that adnfiinlftration, 
^hich has fet friend againft friend*, ftlatioft 
'againtt relation, and connexion igafAft dbn-^ 
liedioii} that adminiftration, vrhich' ha* 
robbed us of thirteen colonies, and ptangei 
ts in a fliameful and calamitotis war, with 
the Whole world) has infolently difmiffed 
^he aocompliflied defendants of two of the 
fiobieft, and moft ancient famrlies, frofi* 
thoft commands, to which thcii: fuperior 
rank and property had moft jtrftly elevated 
their anceftors and themfelves ; for ■■ > ■ on- 
ly happening to vote in oppofition to the 
miniftcr of the day. 
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ANSWER. 

TH E R £ ii but little, ncceffity to con? 
fider the fabuloua aliufions, and idictk 
parallels, of declamation. The legendary 
mk of DeroagogueB, had its* ufe k^ the de^ 
pline of Athenian freedom : but if its boaftc4 
b^ra had furren^ered <o bis worft and hftfcft 
acktagonift^ without fi^btingx ai^d, in a!{b<^| 
tkne afcer, fomc happier hero bad fought^ 
AikI cqnquered the very fame combatant ^ 
probably, xu) Grecian orator would after-* 
^ards have nuich ipiifted on* the vifionary 
fpecDiatipa of an army'9 being dfvoted tQ 
facrifice an individual. 

ll i^ neceflary to treat the latter part of 
fhis argunMnt with feme degree of ferioaf^ 
nefs and folidity. Leaft however too much 
time may appear to be wafbed on it, it maj^ 
be prttdent to preitii&, thM obje^tiortsi^ 
Ibunded on popular notions and prejudice^ 
, f^t eafily conveyed In few words, and, fq 

fOBvcycdj 



^conveyed, make ftrong Impreffions; bftt 
(Vrho^vcr anfwers thofe objeftionsinufl: en- 
counter all the notions to which they arc 
allied, and to which they owe their ftrength;* 
and it is well if a«iy words find * adnpdttance^ 
to ceniove the«firfl impreflion^ 

The appointment of party men to places, 
of truft, and power, was indeed a very ha^ 
Kardous policy : it muft however be re- 
membered, that this policy was founded oft 
-a very liberal and generous hope, that, how;-. 
ever the forms 'of oppofition might be kept 
up, and even the technical Kcentioufnefs of 
debate perfevered in, yet that every man of 
tK)iK>r,'at •fo. awful a period, would diveft 
iimfelf of all the little prejudices and paf^ 
iions of party, and feel his mind adlua- 
%cd by the nobleft impulfe, to futfpend at 
leaft all private refentment, if not, to form 9. 
truly glorious coalition, founded on ^public 
|)rinciple, aijd national honor.— —Certain^ 
hy the accoqiplifhment of fo noble apuj;., 
^fc, would have been crowned with fajr 
^different fuccqfs, /rojtn that w.bich .has ac« 
Imilly intended its attempt. 



X p > 

jj^f Mcjlint ^/tffd i^pc^fiitii iiewi ) difwjfiortjf it • 

rtopt '^i^/jf^^/ArrJt ;-w«Bid.i)c viabfiird .to 

jJtai^gjftc, tMt- a,,rp€^er^prmtc. prcjttdice .in 

j.paW^lc«a^fures,: bowc^er vjigue ^lidianci- 

' iuW , o^ i0jen\pef oiciops ia its .tendency to^ the 

,,gi;pem4 ^Ifare of the ftatCi ,can i>e6dine^fiti 

, f?i^J€^> i9i il^,Mlty •') B.ut : it . is indeed, a ^very 

'different quef^iop^^withowiiajtprapnrietyitbafe 

perfohs, who not only avow fuch opinions 

^ith jj?e fpnd ^^t^S^i.CBt of^/jinoi^ajtipn) but 

\ ;atfo/difr9ri>ipgf9 Jj^eni tipith, mof^.a(i^ive . s2^al, 

^ |^ould,^bq cqijiimied -in^ thofCv y ery ;ft*tipns» 

.%e,.9ppoft^n^es, to./preac^ tlj?mr:ivi^^.i|ll 
the weight of influence and authority,--'-. A^d 
next, a$ to the right of difmiffion, it is ob- 
vious t$iat the fame pqwer,. '^^rjbicb o0(iinti to 
^ c)i|ice», muft n^ceffarily. rjfnf^ie fronv^ thejoa : 
'both are excrcifes of that plain. difcfeticxBajFy 
truft Jieccflarily repofcd in all governments^ 
to the end that every; delegation of tfeciiv au- 
- thority may her lodged in- fuch ha^nds^as ^\%\\ 
;'fcear;beft affefted to^thofe who employ 
* E - them 



{hem.^^'-^lJot i§ this preventii;e piU^^ at 
guarding againft diffaffeaon Icfs congenial 
with the fptrit of oar cbnftitution,-— The 
prerogative of appbiritnicnt to offices wad 
originally unlimited ; but, at the Reftoratioti^ 
the parlian^ent moft cxprefsly declared thcr 
ncceiSty of guarding with jealous vigilance 
againft the introdudtion of thofe perfon^ into 
places of power and truft^ whofe opinions 
and prejudices rendered tbeui dangerous fcr# 
vants for the ftate to employ^ 

Henc6 the corporation and tefi aSfii 
which (tho*, at firft, they may feem rather 
formed to guard the mitre, than the crown) 
were in fa^a, more really direded againft the 
ciwl than the religious principles of the dif- 
ienter&# 

Thefc difabling ftatutes very clearly prov6 
two points, both of which arc material t# 
this queftioD, 

Firft, that it is perfedly conftitutxonal 10 
cxercifc the prerogative of appointment tp. 

O0ic€9y.. 
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offices, with a ilrift ^and cautiousattentibtt^ 
to the priDci|)k8 of thofe who are to be cm- 
ployed m them : and next, that in every other 
inftance, except in thcfe ftatutable difquali-^ 
fications, this prerogative is entirely qnlimi- 
ted, and . abfolutely 4ifctetioaary 5 fpr k is 
plain, that the very ceftri(a:ion in thofe ex- 
cepted cafes, virtually eftablifhes its inde- 
pendancejn evjery other. But fo anxious 
were the ceftoration parliament to remove 
an pofsibility of any future encxpachment oo 
the difcretionary prerogative of militia ap- 
^intments, tb^t ^n g€t was gaAanifnomfly 
|>aired, expreffive of the natiooal abhorrence 
'<rf tb^t jecent ufurpation of them, which had 
§f?itally given arnis to innovation, and over^ 
iurned the conftitution, uijder the ipceioui 
yrjctpnce of amending it^ 

By the fame aft alfo, it was dircdly decla^ 
Ted, that; thofe very appointments had ever 
teen, and for ever fliould continue, the unali* 
enable and uncontrouled iri^ht of the crown« 

Such then being both the letter and the 
fpirit of the law on this point, it is but mere 

mattet 
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'Biiitl:.6f eunoftj^. to, CDiifidet ttic ^Iii:di 
prmqipleS; djj^hlclh fhls'^pWfli i'ifduMd', 
DO^K \xi.ndhirat itid civil ^oci^ty. 

In th6 for^?ir, rtt6' ^fl' ifieii ireri orrgi- 
fiatiy on an e^uafi?y, yei ffifft^'i^n^ipnf (it 
JlbjUties l^ejf tfife fifit BooM5.i^lt ffccpiir^flf 
#lfH6ni aridcoprag0 itii Ostifadf ^hd ?frms-^ 
kn4 it was ii&ctffdtf of cduffe to exclii^i 
firotti 0acfl, ftiefi a^ ^erfc l:e!|ie^?^ciy ae|- 

. So fir forth ther^^iflrd thfirfc wU? i ii^/M^ 

Ifeptfttint, \h Ml jlfelr^iiotts of jff)W-^r, t^ 
tontfc^ We&lGA % tht gO«ifeiYitofeht. iS^ith 
^lie'dtifer 1ca3rn|; 'quffificiitjoft^ 'j iPbrlfash^ 
been too often prov^ed) '^ touHgSoiis 'lififfi^ 
who hat^p his employers, is at Icaft as wifit 
f6 ble trutted, a^ a to ward j ari^ ivWom^^ 
cofthedfed'wtth enmity, would ohlv ferve to. 
"^J^y^if tii?Vac'liejry in courial.— itaj.plaiq 

■ coSt^^i^ffCe of Which, 1$ this I U'at eltlier, 
i»o gov^cnixjent ji^s ^ right tq prefer^ icfelf- 

' BSHinft the difaffisftiott oif a iubjtas -dt 
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clfc that every goyernment has a right to ex- 
clude from offices of power and truft, fuch 
as render theixtfi^lves Aiffcdled o£ ^if^fgg? 



Orif 
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Opinion of things m genehal^^ 

OR, 

.Conversation Politics. 

EV ERY thing is as bad as bad can be! 
—Indeed it's now my only comfort that 
/<7»y change, muft be for the better — It can't 
bt for the worfel — As to America, the 
game is up — It was always a mad, vifionary, 
fcheme ; without an db}c{ky or an end- 
Poor Sir Robert Walpole (who, after all, 
V^as a very great man) ufed always to fay 
'*' He would never fet that ftone a rolling." 
—France is ama^zingly populous ! — It's 
iionfence to talk of a Tebellioa in South 
America— Spain has all that immenjfc wealth 
tinder her thumb- — So, we ^arc to fight 
them, and all the worlds for what I fee 1 

And how ?— We have no men at hom# 
*-.And how are we to get them ?^— I'm 
fure^ we have no money. 

Formerly 



iP'ormerly W*Phad friertds aliroaSd to apjJ/' 
to.-— The old kiiig of Pruffia fdr onc.J-*' 
l^ut furcly, we can't go on, as we have,* 
year after year, with loan :uponr Idan'ah^ tax^ 
upon tax!— Why if a gentleman's goiiig 
poft now> he can't deep in peace in his 
chaife— He's fi^re to be, woke by the turn- 
pike man, hollowing for the new tickets' 
indeed !— What wi41 they tax next? — Not 
air, I hope— Then, there are thefc nofw" 
thern powers-— I don't know what they 
mean— I repeat it, I haven't an idea, what 
they would be at— -Let me tell you, it's a 
very black cloudy hovering over us j and 
bodes no good. 

Why don't we employ new men ? — We 
want fome great original genius like a Cha- 
tham, to- come forward, and ^^— -Then 
we (hould get on— We don't get on— Such 
E monftrous ficet as ours, fliould have pufli'd 
into Brcft water at once—or bombarded 
Cadiz-*- Why did not they convoy all the 
ihipS we have loft ?— All I fee that they are 
cycr ab^ut, is viflualling. They are tak- 

f ins 
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mpming tilLnlgbt. 

!B. fcinwrttiit the twakl of ibc ©sivyi^r-fl iovkhi 

therds?' fortittjaiiyftery at Ac hcttom- ofj Ibofe 

' 'CStptunte-^-Feopie : fbaske 4heir beads m-'t^e 

^jdity*«rBepef))d on it,;there:]3as al-w(a{^d::l>caa 

^*«n over-sroUfig snAuenoe in t-bcedlbiinetT^- 

• "A^nt^evtty^this^ gmon ito Scotch^imcn ?-»'^- 

Wc ilwiuld 1^ fet! tkc i axe . Co > the . foc**^ -fcln 

t fiiort, I/fairly^ownjihiiigs ai« come^orliaoh 

.r4a::pa&, tbat--»I rraaUy <jbn'tikndWv^^bft>to 

advife. 



Mqjji^ 



•^ fEQjTiTocAx. Answer 

3y ^ jITrimmer. 



COME, . Ofwn^j p^y 43ear fif ; now^ you 
gotoo fit— -— A$ ipng as yon tonfioed 
t^ourPblf to wit Atifi ;f)])|nout^ it was ill 
>^ery fair-^-^-but doti't ibe^top fcvcre^^-'Not 
^hat I abf^l^udy dM«r;f«pQi vjou, iti what 
^ou iflert ; for I ba?r, sby na^mciaiis made 
fOp My mind xm Mfof tfaeib ^piati«9*-^>I 
ftfwtu I "^ifl^.tdi fee^ a luiie mere, .wint.tiM'U 
tthit)g8 may ttike, before /dtK:Ucee,myCi$][&^«- 
This country b« ctrtaioly wry grtet «^ 
^fo^rce8— -But, at the fame time, we are id 
2a mighty hazardous way — Yet America 19 
a great game — Heaven only knows thoV 
whatihould be done — It is very*true, I bave 
^moftly voted with miniftry— Indeed I did 
*livc m habits with a ^ood many of them— - 
But I never will commit myfdf to any fet of 
man — I own, I always thought, the lefTen- 
ing the burthens of the landed intereft a 
G vtty 
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very fine objcft— And, to be Aire, it was 
my opinion^ that our colonics ^ould bear 
a part in redeeming the debts, we incurred 
for their defence — But I don't know, th^t 
every thing has been carried on right iij. 
^meiicsL — Yet, I don't throw blame any 
where— Though th^re way ha^ebeen faijlts 
r— on both fides — However wefliall fei^—- 
I muil talk with miniflers ^bout thefe 
things— But thus much I mil fay— I don't 
at all difapprove of the condud): of the 
iStates General ; nor indeed of any pf the 
northern powers ; for they a£t only vijh 
proper precaution ;. and it's qyite right £qr 
nations,: as well as individuals, to be qq thf^ 
miard^ ^nd t^k^ care of tbemfplyes« • .. 
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INdcpendance is a wild, uftfocial idcst**** 
even a monk confcfled, that, to abfo- 
lutely enjoy this mental folitudc, man mud 
change his nature to that of angels^ or de^ 
mons. 

tn the progrefs of civilization, ererjr ^p- 
ptoach to perfcdion is founded, on relin-*^ 
qui/hing this folitary pride of thinking, or 
aAingi for ourfelvcs alone-— The rudcft ra- 
vages have their clans, and chiefs ^ the freeft 
republics their heads, and ilathoIders< 

Frojn different degrees of iirengtli, cou- 
rage^ or abilities, fubordinration arifes.-^Ta 
the boldcft, or hardieft, or wifcft, the fu- 
preme Gomtnand in war, or in peace, is con-- 
fided-^and the natural - equality of each is^ 
prudently refigned for the benefit of all —but 
chiefly oij the fpur of necpflity, and the 

pref* 
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preffure of complex operatibrlSi is the er^ 
crcafe of dependance originally grounded^ 
and ultimately eftaWHhed— The foriftcr cre^ 

ated Roman didatorfliip j. by the latter^ 

yfts perpetuated. 

thus then, as' it' appears, that dU" natqraf 
Independahcehas been exchanged as the bar- 
ter for fbfcial happineft, fo ir Js equally^evi-' 
dent, that, in the perfeftion of a civil ftate,- 
combinations and confederacies muftbe en- 
couraged, ^ndperffeaed;; and finally, . that 
in the cohffift of pppofite ooriteiitionsi the 
atcifive weight and efiicient force of pai;ty 
hiuft depend on. its difcipKn'd fubmiffioft tcy 
the contronl of ode. common, leader; 

Noriet it be objeafed that tire arowcd'ho* 

ftilUles of party, may, in ^^ ,f f ^^T"^. 
r)rovoke'aclofefunioftofw;^«-'W'**"; 
Light otherwife ftibfift" among fb dtvi^a- 
body-^-It is ft^ue, iudeed. there ,^a gloomy 
dood of difconi «ld dHTentioh th,t^v«- 
^eads thofe- common fees of Oppofitio^. 
Xd of their cdnntry...AufpteH>us m.y ^ 
p,oV., and happy be the prcfageof^ 
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^f5«rf[6n, ««a tlieir ruin !-"«at let if ftOf 
inlpire afangaineand premature cemfidence*- 
tyhkh, by relaxing the ardour of puffuiV 
may in the end defeat our tio^es,- and rob 
US of the glorious objea of all our toils——* 
Befides, at this erifis, there are thofe, wh« 
inc yet free to choofe' their political hne-- 
And. if properly incited, what doubt cad 
long remain, in favour of which they will 
decide ?.-Is not the fupport of mmiftry 
iot another term for meannefoand venalrty f 
Are not O^pofition, and party, the very 
echoes orJi«ae and genius? The former 
is indeed a phalanx of bafenefs-thc latter, 
ihc facrcd league of wifdom and of honour. 
...w-If then the lifts of parliamentary fame 
tottft be thartialed for the combat, who w 
there, can a moment hefitate, what arms to 
Wield, whence the champion (hould beg»a 
Ws bold career, of what is the enterpnze h.» 
courage fhould atchieve, to win the immor- 
tjj gttctdon of renown ? 

Minions of power ! your's be the iflglo- 
fk)«8 ta&, in tinfel pomp, and fiimfcy 

pndCy 
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pride,' ta wave your filkcn "bapn^s ia thd 
(unihine of a courtly pageant ! 

Labour, and vigilance, 2ind patience, are 
the badge of all the patriot tribe !— But re-^ 
putation is the palm !— and if they perifb ii> 
the caufe of liberty, welcome be the ftroke 
that <^onfecrates their doom, with more than 
taartyr's glory, and tranfniiils their fame^ 
from age, to age,, with undiminifhed ho-r 
jiour. ' 
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THOUGH nothing is niore certain thzjji 
that public Spirit is equally abhor- 
rent from credulous adherence, or coward- 
ly indecifion, yet to 4efine the precife limits 
of cither extreme WQuld be .to renew the 
commonefl of all commons-place theories.-- *-It 
may be more ufeful to jftate a few points 
admitted by the difputants on bpth fides.-- *- 
It is allowed then, that fixed principles, and 
general maxlm3, fhould be the , eflablifhed 
guides of all bodies of mien^ whofc office it ' 
)s, to a£t together^ 

This conformity is rc{lri(£):ed however tp 
ppinions j tbo' it naturally inclines to a coq- 
liftence in public condu<ft.—^ But leagues, and 
confederapie^, founded on private attach- 
ments only, lead to mean, and degrading 
^ubferviencc ; for mere ^xiov\^\ ajfociation \% 
Jittle better than confpiracy— Hence, to de- 
fire a body of Englifh gentlemen, (who are 
f hpfpn by the nation to confult, deliberate, 

an4 
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9nd tli^n determine) to herd at once,^ under 
,^ny individual leader, and follow, whereve;: 
:he calls, is equally abfurd, aod ipfolent. 

Itmuft be repeated however^ that cftab- 
liftied principles and unequivocal naaxims, arc 
great, and proper guides — T^o aA conftft- 
<^ntly with tifemy is fcnfc, and honour.~-How 
contradidory to ^his fyftem are the language 
and the conduft pf Oppofition ?— ** I boaft 
myfelf a party-maft^ and, therefore, will op- 
pqfe the minifter,*' are the very words per- 
petually repeated in the Houfe of Commons 
jby the greateft adyqcates.df ;roipority.--7*h«8 
the badge and iivery of faiftion ai;e oftentau 
tioufly difplayed on one fide of the houfe.— 
On the oppoi^te, ffk one of the equivocal pdir^ 
ticiam^ how he meares l;o adt^ and he wi^ 
anfwcr you (and with pcrfeft honor) th?t 
** he is 110 party-man, but will freely tctl 
you, his general principles, and avow his 
former line of condua/'—And fo far forth^ 
he ads up to the fpirit of thie ccmftitutlon.— - 
But if afterwards his conduA is a def<^rti<H| 
of thofe principles, and totally iqcofliifteat 
with wliathe himfelf declares it to have fofr 

jnerly 
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hierty been 5 if> in flidrt, it is cvafivej (huf- 
fling, and mean ; if he hangs aloof in the 
lobby ; takes an impartial dinner in the ad- 
joining coffee-hbufes^ or happens Urtliickity 
to be called out, on very particular bufincfsj 
juft before the di/mons znd thcn/ai/s up, 
and do\Vn, thd paffagfis ; cruifes in the coiil- 
mittee-rooms j /^ears away for the court of 
rcquefts; or /leers diredtly home in his 
coach, with his lights out j then indeed, the. 
previous acknowledgment of his foriijer 
principles, andcondudt, is equally ufeleft, and 
ridiculous; and he muft be. content to rank 
in future^ with thdfe horae-hollanders or 
domeAic dutchmen, v^hofe cold ungratcfful 
caution, and armed neutrality^ is neacly as 
pernicious, and far more defpicable, than the 
bolder hoftilities of open enmity. 
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t TitE LA' ST Gamp A iG IT 

A Kir 

General State of i^ftE Natign^,.' 

AFTER tHc ruinous c^rpcricncc of a 
Jtcn year's war, the moment is* 
arrived, when a New Parliament are to- 
deliberate and determine on the expedi* 
ency of profecuting, or relinqiaifhing, of 
accomplifhing, or abandoning, Amencanr 
fubjugation. — Let the Laft Campaign, and? 
the prefent State of the Nation, be the 
fair and fubftantial grounds of argument 
to decide upon this extenlSve and import^ 

ant qucftion. 

y 

Firft theii. As to the Late Campaigns- 
it is apparent to the whole world, that 
the daring fpirit of cnterprize, which once 
diftiriguiihed the councils, and elevated 
the valour of this country above her an- 
cient 
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cicjit eaemies^ is now fatally changed to 
<:old and ignoniinious caution^ to narrov^ 
^nd temporary prudence.— It is no longer 
xonqueft or death — - It is lingering 
fhame^ and protrafted difgrace. — That 
fleet, which once commanded the homage 
.of nations, is become now, the objc<5l of 
.pity or contempt — Thofe arms, that for 
;«ges fnatched uncertainty from -Ror- 
tune, s^re at length thefplendid pageant of 
,^defenfive pride, ^nd wafteful inafiivity.—- ■ 
\On the contrary, whg.t is the fituation of 
,our enemies in both thefe refpec3:s ? — To 
4he accident of an epidemical difeafe alone, 
it 4s owing that ^ount D'Eftaign, at the 
jiead of the. combined fleets, did not drive 
^s frpm the ^Channel — Yet the moment 
he had fleered from Spain, by the ignorance 
and folly fif, pur Admir^ty, and the mifc- 
f able meanqefs^ of the convoys, two of the 
moft valuable fleets, that ever failed from 
this country, were inftantly captur'd; to 
the aggrandizement and glory of ouf ene- 
mies, to the difgrace and ruin of ourfelves 
— r-Io the Weft Indie^ fuch is the decided 

fupcriority 
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fuperiority of the French and Spaniards/ that 
it may be boldly preditflcd, Jamaica roufl im- 
mediately be the vidim of Spanifli avarice, 
and Halifax become the fupport and re- 
fource of the ambition of France. Nor 
have theif arms been lefs fuccefsful by land^ 
Monfieur de Ternay is in complete poflef- 
fion of Rhode liland; an acquilition^ i(i 
itfelf fatally accommodated to impede ;cvery 
enterprise of England ; but ftiil more ru^ 
inous by facilitating and haftening the en-r 
tire lofs of Canada*-— Unlike the flight and 
fingle advantage v^^hich has been dearly ac- 
quired by our army ; and which indeed 
will too probably become more ruinous to 
this country, that its fatal furrender or cap- 
tivity could poflibly have proved : by 
madly encouraging the further profpcutioA 
of deftru(5live temerity, and by deluding 
the giddy unthinking multitude to a longet 
endurance of this accurfed vsrar. • ' 

Such being the comparative ftate of the 
laft campaign, let us in the next place cotit 
fider ?he fituation of continental politics* 

Com-» 
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Commodorfc Johnftone has been driven 

from Portugal That nation is crouching 

to Spain — There is an officer in the Houfe 
of Commons, who may be appealed to, ' to 
tell his experience of the duplicity and 
meannefs of Portugal— Indeed ^he con*, 
dudt of Portugal is now but a proper return 
for pur additionjil impofitions on her trade, 
as well as the unparalleled audacity of feiz^ 
jng American veffels laden with her prtf^ 
duce---It i s a fimilar perfidy that has pro- 
voked the fefentmentof all the nothern nai- 
tions-— The Portuguefe are not more our 
enemies, than the Ruffians, the Swedes^ 
the Danes, and the Dutch— Turks, Jews> 
and infidels conspire to drive us from the 
Mediteranean i— ^With our trade, our pof- 
fcffions alfo in thofe feas, muft inevitably 
perifh. — Minorca cannot long efcapc. Gi^ 
braltar wa.s fayed laft year, by an experi- 
ment, anci preferved only by the indolence 
of Spain. — A ridiculous embafly indeed has 
been fecretly undertaken, and the literary 
Weli Indian tranflated to the Spanijh Fryer. 
rr-But while political credulity cOnfults ils 

Delpbic 
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Pelpbic Oracle, or weakly trufts the vifion- 
ary hope pf a congenial rebellion in South 
Americai our vigilant and determined ene- 
mies are fomewha.t more ferioufly employ- 
ed.— France ha$ feflt ^troops to Holland, 
and the Dutch .mvift lj)e compelled to go to 
war with us~rln fliort, the .v^hole conti- 
nent of Europe is united in one ^common 
and equal league againfl this devoted couiif* 
try. 

Tp oppofe To powerful a confederacy, 
what are our refources ?— There are none, 
that the ableft financier could invent, fuffi^ 
cioat to contend with the whole world. 
Put the nation is ^Iready exhauiled and 
ruined-— The fpirit of commerce is for 
€W annihilated by our recent, irrepara- 
ble calamities : nor can the moft adventur- 
ing induftry any longer confide in the def- 
picable conduiftors of our nava^l (Irength^ 
to hazard any new cnterprizc*— Put fup^ 
pofing the pofiibility, that added burthens 
of iixipofts and taxes could be e:^plored9 
what yor<-f have we tp opppfe the n[iatchleis 

fupe- 



fupcriofify of <Jur enemies ?~*Yolingf, urt-* 
difciplincd regiments, muftbe fent to bane- 
ful climates ; while aur old eftabliflimenta 
are confined at home, and excellent offic6r» 
are either neceffarily detained with themj; 
or infoleritly fuperfeded by adventurers, 
without a claim, or pretenfion to &> dan- 
gerous an innovation. 

And this too, while the Commander ift^ 
CElef in America calls for new fupplics of 
men, which it is impoffible to provide, 
and yet without which^ thofc already there 
ihuft be totally inefieftual— Such is our mi- 
ferable inability in arnis, refources, officers^ 
and men, to continue this ruinous, de- 
ftrudlive, defolating war, againft America^ 
agiainft the worlds 

What is otrr fituutron at home ?— A fef-> 
tJcd gloom of difcontent f— The petitions' 
6f the people for a while gave place to 
Ihore immediate and preffingobje(5ls— But 
let not the authors of national ruin exult in 
fccure tranquillity—The momentary calm 
may yet be fuccccded by tempefls that (hall 

over* 
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bverwhelm them in mifery and deftruc* 
tion — And if the moft (hamelefs corruption, 
if an accumulation of injuries and infults 
can awaken us to a juft feeling of oaf 
wrongs, it will be eafy to difcover, and 
meritorious to employ, the moft effedual 
means of rcdfeflirig them — Every lenient 
and peaceable method has long been p«r-^ 
fued in vain — Authority has been intrcated 
with fubmiflion, haiightinefs has been 
Toothed with humility, profligacy has been 
tempted to reformation by allurement of 
pardon, and even by the profpedl of praifs 
---That weight and authority, which; 
from the chair of office, turned the fcalo 
of debate^ and with liberal and difinterefted 
magnanimity, fupported the petitions, will 
now be exerted, though not with equal 
dignity, yet with fuperior force, to give 
effeSi to thofe principles, which it fo libe- 
rally avowed* 

Our only remaining hope is, in the uni- 
on of difinterefted and independent fpirits 
throughout the kingdom. Such an union 

directed 
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dirc<5led to one view, and preffing to one ob- 
jciff, will not eafily be refifted by the arms 
of power^ or fruftratcd by the arts of cor- 
Jrupfiori* 
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SUCH is the glootoy and exaggeratt'd^ 
pidure of ournational diftrefles — Such>* 
are the pretences for cowardly defpondency,- 
for weak contemptible defertion of- all our 
intercfts and of all oilr hopes; and for a.^ 
rafh and giddy fubfervierice to that fatal' 
fpirit of innovation, in the purfuit of im- 
provements we never may obtaiir,- and to 
the rifque of calamities which v^t rhzy 

never remedy— But it is n^ot' now thie 

queftion, whether a feafon of external' 
danger and hoftility is the fitteft for new 
arrangements of internal plolity— When it 
was feen with what induftry and adlivity 
the fame fet of men were bufied in running 
from one country to another, in private 
iotrigUC anid public incitement, in drflat- 
liig where they had no property, and can- 
vaffing where they had no connexions ; 
impartial men were led tb fufpedt, that 
the independent and refpedlable part of the 

confe-^ 
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;confcd€racy, far from being the real con- 
trivers, wm-ebut the oftenfi We authors df 

;the farce of refpnn^tipn To ereft new 

aflemblles, unknown to the copftitution 
which they purpofed to reform, and pa- 
ramount to tbe legiflatqre, whici) they pro- 
feficd to.fupplicate, \yas a fyftem as fuf- 
j)icious in its motive^ as alarmring in its 

tendency • — AJLegiflature infulted and 

^menaced^ became the .objedt of fadious 
infolenceirom every dej^erate cibai— Even 
Oppofiiion themselves, who had firft in- 
Ailled into the minds of men a contempt 
^f order, felt, in their ^urn, the miferies 
Tpf lawlefs uproar^ and lamented the mif- 

<:hiefs they bad produced— It ihall 

iiot therefore be the prefent enquiry, whe^ 
tber the worft and moft ruinous fituation> 
that fapcy can imagine, could juftify a 
*vild licentious anarphy at home — It is ^ 
far plainer and more limited enquiry ; 
whether the prefent is jn any degree that 
xninous crilis, which^ by extirpating every 
|)refeAt hope, throws us at once on 
^he unprincipled and profligate violence of 
theoretic enterprize, and fpcculativc der 

fpair; 
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Ipair : or rather, whether wc may noj 
ftill preferve our expcdlations, ftill fuftain 
our fpirity and confide both in our na^ 
tional rcfourccs, and the courage of our 
people, . to rereftablifb our welfare, apd rei^ 
gain that refpe£t and confequencc in Eu- 
rope, which the generous fpirit of Eng- 
land has ever entitled her to maintain, as 
the proteftrefs of liberty, and the arbitrefs 

of continental freedoni > — It is a glaring 

proof of the inconfiftency of Oppofiticn, 
that at the fame^monient, when the com- 
plicated concerns of fo extenfive a (yftem 
are exaggerated with every fanciful aggra- 
vation, the impolicy of a defehiive war 
fhoiild be grafted on the former prbpofi- 
tion— To have maintained an equality, at 
leaft, againft combined hoftilities, does 
hot appear to merit the imputation of ig- 
norance, fo repeatedly thrown upon that 
department, to which the conduft of our 
navy is entrufted — ^— It is ftated as a pro- 
vidential efcape, that Count D'Eftaign, 
by the epidemical ficknefs of his armament, 
was prevented from entering the Britifli 
Channel— But on the .contrary, »that 

calamity 
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calamity was indeed in its effedts a national 

misfortune to Grett Britain For nothing 

but ficknefs could have checked the ra(h 
prefumption and impetuofity of that Com- 
inander, fromha^jardirigan adllon, for which 
our fleet was perfedlly prepared 5 and which 
too (as it was impoflible to be forefeen,) be- 
came the accidtntal caufe of thofe very 
captures, which are injurioufly ftated as 
jihe efFeds of rafhnefs aiftl ignorance in our 
Admiralty- — It is clear, however, that 
convoys can only fee protedions againft re- 
fiftancfc of to iiifcrior kind :— It is impof- 
fib!c to provide a cortvOy for every inward, 
and outWard-biound fleet, fufficiisnt to de- 
feat the combined fleets of France and 
Spain^hor iadeed were grand fleets ever 
diredted againft mercantile fleets, except ia 
thofe cafes, where^ as in the prefcnt in- 
ftance, their greater operations, had been 
abfolutely prevented by ficknefs, and other 
accidents, equally unforefefen by both p^r-^ 

ties ——Whether an implicit reliance 

muft be paid to thofe ill-omcncd prcdicr 
tions, which menace ruin and defolatioQ 
to oar foreign poflcflioaS;^ £rottx the ena- 
' mic3 
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isnies fleets abroad, muft remain a doubt^ 
It will always be remembered, that tw9 
years have already clapfed, , fince that per 
jciod, when the ^me prophets of Oppp- 
$tion fo pcrempto|-ily foretold the abfolute 
impoflibility of continuing the war for ^«< 

year longer With equd folemnity how-: 

€ver, the lofs of Canada is predided, fronj. 
^e terrors of a French proclamation, 
joined to |thje evidence of M^iifieuc 
de Ternay> pofleffio» of Jlhfode Ifland— • 
But, however royfterious the former may 
be, littk ftrefs can be laid on the latter \ 
for the weaknef§ of the Americans in the 
defertion of an ifl^ncj tQ theif infidious 
protedlors, is a very ftrange proof of 
Englifli cowardice in furrenderiijg a vyl^ol^ci 
continent which they haye gaif^ed witi^ 
glory, preferved with humanity, and ara 
refolute to defend to the laft extremity. 
It muft be remembered, that Admiral 
Graves failed after the French fquadron, 
and arrived at Rhode IHand, much abou^ 
the fame time as Monfieur De Ternay had 
been admitted there. But iince that 
^irrival of the EngUfti fleet, the French 

hav?i 
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have rcmafncd totaly Inaftive* We have 
the fuperiority» and they haven't dared 
to fight. Indeed the French affiflance id- 
for more calculated to fupport the fpirit of 
party there, than to form an expeftationi 
of co-operating, where they will always^ 
difagree— -But if, at length, the French? 
fhould determine to make North America 
the feat of war, we certainly may ast welt 
fight them^ there, as any where elfe~We can 
But lofe America at laft— -and they them-^ 
fclves gain nothing but blows and tofle*. 

Yec, in contraft to this pacific refigna^ 
liion to Monfieur Do Ternay, i 6 Lord 
Cornwallis's vidtory compared, by thofo 
^ho confider furrenders, glorious^ and 
vidtories, rui^ousr .. . ' 

Happy had it been for this country, if 
ihilitary wifdom had. been exerted, in^ this 
as iii the laft war, to juftify an4 immorr 
talize valour^ not to depreciate atchieve- 
ipents, which indeed are the decifivr 
condemnation^ of thofe who difparagQ 
t3iem. — If fuch a principle is once ad- 
ftiitted, that defeat and ruin will be our 

real 
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real; advantage^ it would overturn cverjr 
fpirited exertion to obtain a favourable 
peace, by denaonftratirig e^ery new ac- 
quifition to be a motive for fabmiffion, 
every gallant and honourable enterprize 
a ground 6f tame acqtiiefcence to degra- 
dation and dif^race. — It would rob hcroifm, 
of its bcft reward, and convert vidlory and 
triumph to a mere quibbling paraddx of 
debafenxent and infamy; ^ 

But with the fame policy, the misfor- 
tunes of our continental fituation are exag- 
gerated and proclaimed. It is adiriitted to 
be too plain a truths that faf lefs hopes carf 
be eiiteftained froi!n a rebellion in thd 
Spani(}> colonies, than ^ere confidently 
cheriftied in England, uppn the firft' idea' 
of American rcfiftance- — The Spaniih co- 
lonifts want indeed the main force and 
decifi'^e ftfefs of infurgency and rcbdlion 
•*— They want a S6tfth AnVerican party in 
Spainy to countenance their difaffecflion, to 
exalt their profligacy, to pronounce in a 
Senate the eulogiums of their leaders, to 
dlflradt the National Councils in their 

' , fupport. 
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fapport, to hietiace the legiflature in th^ir 
defence, to fympathizc with their fuffer- 
Ings, and to triumph in their fuccefs.-— 
But as to Portugal, it is a fubjed of 
double grief, that, to eftabliCh the perfidy 
6f that ftate, a nnilitary officer, once glori- 
oufly engaged ill its defence, fhould now 
be the taine witnefs, not the gallant avenger 
of ingratitude and falfehobd— In faft, the 
the learned Commodore was very much 
courted by the Portugiiefe ; nor will that 
people ever aftiially quarrel with thofe, 
whom every corhmercial intereft has fixed 
their befl: and fureft allies — The extreme 
of danger that political predi<flion can me- 
nace, is the lofs of Minorca ; which however 
has always been retained, as a point of 
honour, rather than as a neceflary pojQeflion 
— When we are at peace, Gibralter is fuffi- 
cient for the Mediterranean trade; and 
when at war, we have none at all — As to 
Holland,- the Dutch have too great a pro- 
perty in our funds, to aflift in deftroy- 
ing our fettlements abroad. — Nor is it 
poflible, that the northern powers of Eii-' 
rope can confider it their intereft to over- 

K turn 
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trtirn a nation, to which fome pf then! aili- 
moft owe their cxiftcnce, others their pr«-' 
fervatidn from the jealoufy of the houfe of 
Bourbon, and all have derived a generpus^^ 
l^iberal, mediation and prote<ftion~^Great 
Britain, that formerly eftablifhed Holland^ 
can now refift any fimilar confederacy : and 
in this glorious ftruggle, if fhe docs not 
ultitliately fecure a more firm independ- 
ance^ (he has already maintained at lead an> 
equality of ftrength, every where ; and has- 
vanquifhed her enemies whenever they have' 
ventured to contend with her-^-Her fitua-^ 
tion in point of defence is better,* and be- 
coming ftill more fo, every hour—Both our' 
army and navy arc greater in number, and^ 
better in difcipline and order, than ever they 
iwere — Wherever fleets and armies, have 
been fcnt, ours have purfued them. — Ir 
has always been the rule to fend the new- 
raifcd i^cgiments abroad, in time of war,, 
becaufe the few we retain at home, fhould 
lead and be an example to the militia, in* 
cafe of invafion. But to add new force to 
idle national armaments, there is no boun-^ 

daryt 



fdsLvy to the fpirit,* -rcadinefsi, and exer- 
tion of individuals at home, to fupport the 
•dignity and the rights of this country— la 
one or two inftances, fuch Angular zeal ha^ 
called for uncommon honors ; and, in thofe 
extraordinary cafes alone, for a limited time^ 
and for a fpecific vfervice, thofe gentlemen, 
who have hazarded th^ir .property, and 
jives, for -the public fafety, without any 
condition of rank or enpiolument for them- 
^^Ives, fubfequent to fuch fervicc, have 
^bcen Td^Ucd to temporary rank^ 

The complaint of our refources has con-* 
^aritly been repeated, when we have actually 
^ound them moft efficient— Ten millions 
were raifed laft yearalmoft in the courfe of 
a day. Nearly as much the year before : 
our revenues are improved ; the finking* 
ifund is certainly increafing— ^War has hi- 
^th^to produced no immediate diftrefs to 
4l^e ftate^; and creates a niore general cir- 
vculation than peace— The captures indeed 
.are an exception— But let oppofition ex- . 
j>lain thefe efFefts of their jealous diflatif- 
'i9&XQV^ againft the profits of individual con- 

traders^ 
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tradlors, who formerly conduced the whole 
bufinefs, and periods of failing, for our 
mercantile fleets— rBut the navy-board hav- 
ing undertaken it of late, and in the midft 
of more complicated operations, the con-: 
fequence has been, that too many of the 
convoys of tranfports, with ftores, men, and 
provilions, have failed—The former efFecr 
ted the bufinefs well, being well paid for 
it— The latter have done it ill, becaufc 
they are not paid a|: all. 

In fuch a fituation, the fenfe, the fpirit 
of this country will ftiJl perfevere, in s| 
juft and honourable caufe: — -rThe happy 
appearance of returning loyatty in the 
fouthern colonies, with the certainty of 
their refources being cut oiF, joined to the 
gallantry of Lord Gbrnwallis's expedition 
up the Chefapeak Bay, give thefaifeft pre- 
fage of conneding alfo the fubmiffioh of 
the northern colonies— The former are 
moft important to us, becaufe they are more 
produafve, and the inhabitants more na- 
turally inclined to us. 

Wiih 
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With fuch profpedls therefore, the weak 
murmurs of domeftic difafFedtion will be 
jdeipifed— The tyranny of that monfter^ 
Aflbciation, will only be a rule to its owa 
./niferable vaflals — The independent couo'* 
tlry-gentlemen, who have feen the baneful 
effedls of this fatal fpirit. In that county 
where it firft arpfe, will guard againft the 
ipecious impoftures of fo dangerous an ia^* 
novation— -They, ^yho in return for a hafty 
and mifplaced cpnfidence, received every 
ContumeliQus and infulting reproach, will 
adl with mo^e cautiqn, in avoiding thofe 
plaufible pretcncef, which involve the moil 
^tal confcquencesp— rThc little ill that folr« 
lowed in that inftance, wilj hence be pro-* 
dudtive of the greateft good. Every inde-« 
yendent charafiter will now be no longer 
alarmed by Aflbciatioq, pr infulted by in-« 
ftrudtions^ but pjcrfevere xq, that bold, de* 
qidedy manly firmnefs^ that has ever been 
the fureft guardian pf the fights and li^ 
berties of Great ^ritaiq. 
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Miscellaneous Eloquence^ 



iCOLLATEJlAL RHETORIC FbR THE GaLLERY^ 

YN a mixed government like ours,, public 
•*■ fpeaking has a fort of relative analogy 
to the conipound ftrpdiufe of our conrti^^ 
tutiofi, arid to the different orders of which 
it k cdmpofed. Thus the higheft, sind liioft 
.cxahed rank pdflfeiTes a proud pre-emirierice 
<jf phrafeology^ evidentty charaderiftic of 
its fovereignty, and excellence; vt^hSe tbft 
lccon<i degree, pfeferves a kind of e^utpoif^ 
in ftilea which, by adue mixtureof digrfl* 
ty with pfarnnei^, .deAotes its interinedrate 
BalanCiS, in the fcaFeof legifiative eloquence,' 
---Btrt chiefiy, in fhe third eflate^ it is pe- 
cbliif ly ncceflaryj that fh* ftrearh of rhe^ 
toric (houWr have certain parities of poptr- 
Jarity, perpetually floating oti its fiirface,- 
^asteftimonies of the parent fource, and foun- 
taiDj from which it fprings, 

Upoa 
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tfpofi this fyftem^ analogaus prmcip!ci9' 
jfidight be formed, for the rcfpe<3ive orato--' 
fy of the feveral degrees — ^— At prefent^ 
however^ a few doemnents only Aall bo: 
fuggefted for the particular applkation of 
this principle, to- the rhetoric of the Houfe 
of Commons ; more ?fpecially to that truly 
conftitutional part 'of it, occafionally ad- 
drei^d to th? ftrangers in the gallery ; whofe 
" good report," - as it is indeed " the brief 
and abftraft chrqnicW* of par liamentary fame^ 
h becomes peculiarly prudient, as well a» 
^naurable, to obtain. 

In general then, as. to the mc^e of exef- 
eifingthismifcellaneous eloquence wit^h moff* 
eafe and efficacy j it may be feirly laid 
down, that all eminent and projeding fen-^ 
tencesj all pointed, and epigrammatic quib- 
bles > all metaphorical menaces > violent 
tropes > forced figures y and glaring orna- 
ments ; are well calculated to roufe the at-^ 
tention, and hitch iipoii the memory, of 
the gallery^ 



Thcfc, Ukfe' the cmphafis of Italics in print- 
ing, fummon the too negligent and carcle/l 
mind, to pay a proper attention to nianj^ 
choice, and curibusfefcarchei, intrmatdycofi- 
iieSed with tht other matter j but whicfi 
ihight otherv^ife peri(h frorii their refine- 
ment, or irretrievably flip bye, tfnnoticed. 

But one of the irt6r€ tertain,^ artd fecurd 
rtfources of mifceHaneotis rhetoric (and 
vhich I prefer mentioning, from its double 
iHuftrttioR of preeegt and example,) is that 
conciliating refpeft, which fomc popular ora-^ 
tors more direSlly pay the gallery ; in down- 
right acknpwlcdgtaent of iht ** refpeSable 
appearance"' of its company, on ** important. 
C€caJions.'\ , i 

This condefceriding rcc6gnrtion (as it WefP 
dcferves indeed) generally meets with a pro-' 
j)er return ; and it is pleafing to obf6rve, how 
wonderfully attentive the whole body of 
grangers become, at the firft mention of this' 
general refpeaability — On fome late occa-^ 
lions, this idea has been carried fomewhaf 
too far : for there have not been wanting 

certain 
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tcrtain popular orators^ who politely with- 
held their arguments, aftcreach divifion, and 
avowedly ftopt all bufincfs^ till the rc^admif* 
fibn of the aiidicncc* 

This however, tho* unconimonly hand- 
fome, is dangerous ; as it may give a handle 
to Tome moody, malignant mutes, for the ab- 
folute exclulioh of all interlopers on debaltc^ 
--- But It will always be ^ood, to prepare^ 
ahd fcattef , as occafion biFers, fome promif- 
cUous panegyrics, of* nearly the fame, tho' 

not abfolutely to dircdt a tendency for 

example-^That 'Mn a conftitutioh, like 
" ours, every thinking man, has a natural 
•' Intereft in public debate, which it is tyran- 
*' nical to abridge, or violate/'— Oi', that " It 
** becomes ill wife and cautious confiituents 
^' to beary in order toyW^^fof their reprefen- 
** tatives !'' — Or again, that " It is no fmall 
** Confolatioii, in the pfefent aweful crifis, to 
•* find a general diffufion of public vigilance 
•* and anxiety diffeminated atoong all ranks, 
" and orders of men ; and more particularly 
** in thepfefent numefousadd refpedtable tf/- 
^^ pearance r 

h Thefc, 



Th*fc, arid all others of the fame Uln&iX 
pft^opcrly accompstnied by fubmifSve tones,- 
rtodulated breaks iii the voice, and collateral- 
attitudes of refpe(3:ful inclinatioir towards the 
gallery, 'fcafcely ever fail of a weakening the 
grateful attention; and f&metin*es, dormant^ 
ctirioffty of the ftrangers : efpcciaWy at ftich* 
tiines, as 'they have painfully, and patriotical- 
If^ perfevfercdj to cdn^bat both fatigue and- 
appetite, in hourly expedation of' cblledtingi 
fome fcattered ftraps of rilutilated eloquehce-j 
.for their own private, or domeftic, cbnfuxnp-*'' 
.tion at tbe Lycaum, or Belle JUJembtek 

But, in this . fpecies of mifcetlaneous* elo^! 
quence, the effedt is comparatively weak,.^ 
and contemptible, eonffdered vvith others- 
that are founded upon the fame principle. 

Thofe already mentioned, cau oi>ly' be^ 
fcattei^ed occafioqally> in the exordmms, and^ 
fomjB epifodical parts, of an oration,— ^The* 
latter, and more, efficient clafe, nwft ti^9^ 
their ftation in the peroration, and declama* 
toxy; clofe, of prolix fpeeches ; as a corps de^ 

refiroefy' 



( % > 

W^ferye^ to firpport and reinforce the maip 

vbody of argument, after the harder {ervioe 

jcf the day.— Thefe. ought chiefly .to confift 

tof fbme very new, and deep theqiry; dbr 

rftradl, and mctaphylical ^ and calculated tQ 

.-give an idea of the originality, extent, an^ 

4)oldnefs<)f its author's nundj which, by 

,<:onnediiig fo many ingredients of fublimi- 

Xy^ tends Jo. infpire a Tort .of awe for fucfci 

.pre-emii>ence of genius^ awjl ' to create % 

-confufed notion that th;s inventive wildr 

:^efs, if it could but be applied>to the mor^ 

•;ieriou6 bufincfs of politics, v«^ould, witl^ 

^qual brilliancy, ftrike out frefli iyftemfrof 

calculation, explore new.refoiirces of;&nance^ 

and produce unheard of wofiders and revor 

4utions, in all the coa>pUcated coQcecnsjs^ 

. political enterprize. 

As this defcrjiption may^ferye 40 confvcy 
fowe idea of the Uft, an4 higheft ftile dP 
mifcellaneous rhetoric ; it will be f^fficient 
Jo elucidate the principle, by a i\si^ ex-^ 
dmple ; on a fubjedt too, not wholly wir^ 
7|g)^ched la the Ufl fefiion— -vMiv£RSAt 
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WHIGGI^M — which is the hetter adapted 
for the propofed illuftration from its unit- 
ing wildncfs, fublimity, invention, origi- 
nality, and a proper degree of extravagance j 
together with various other requifiies, 
equally ncccfiary for the perfection of thi| 
ipecies of eloquence. 



€€ 



Well has it been imagined, that evfci^i 
•* human entity has univerfal, fixed, and in-- 
•* nate ideas from the lirft, infufed in every 
** created foul common to ^//,— ycqual to al^ 
<« — perfeft to all — as perfedt to the favage 
** in his cave, as to an Engliihman in the fe- 
** nate ! — Thus has univerfal nature endow- 
** ed the whole flcxrk of human race, with 
*^ equal and impartial powers, to receive and 
** to enjoy the perfefl: completion of urii>- 
*' vcrfal rights; thofe rights which our firft 
*^ thoughts infpir?, and which are unaiien- 
^' ably the pride, and paffion of man, the 

" rights of UNIVERSAL WH I GG ISM To 

^ difpenfe, and perfedl, thefe vaft, original 
^ bleffings to the whole world at large; was 
^' the great work referv'd for our own timosr, 
<^ and for our own country. — Now then, let 

cve^y 
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^* cycry nation, and people of the earth, c6n^ 
^* fcderatae jp oae uniyerfel cryfadp, to refcue 
*' thefe facred birth rights from* barbarous 
f V yiolatiop |— The fpirit of liberty is gonp 
?' forth ! — Her voice is the uniyerfal Ian- 
f* giiage of mankind — Let it hp heard in the 
^* echoed thunder of the world — till uni- 
;^ VERSAL WHiGGiSM incorpqrate, with 
^' human nature, and blend Its ciTence wit]^ 

r^hcipuV' ; ' 
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AN S WE K, 

¥F the forrn of thcfc eflay^ did jio,t caj| 
for fome comincnjts on each fubjed, nq 
anfwer wauld be attempted to fuch indif- 
|)utable truths as aye contained in the fore- 
going docuinent$,::j7A ycry few words will 
be offered on this occalion, rather as addi- 
tions, than amendments— It is apparcntj^ 
that, in the feveral precepts for mifcellaner 
ous eloquence, there is^leaft novelty in thofe 
of the firft mentioned ^lai^, touching the 
'diredt or collateral appeals to the judgement, 
and the tafte of the gallery: moft o|" ^hich, 
€very judicious critic will immcdia|(pl]^ ^j^£ 
cover to be clofely ^copied from the higher, 
models of this collateral rhetoiic, exhibited 
by the profeflbrs of our modern drama ; 
wherein it is invariably the cuftom to over- 
charge particular paffages, as attra<aive ap- 
peals to their gallery alfo; which, when 
|)roperly jf/w;^ (as the aiSors phrafe it) teJ^ 
^a furprizingly^ 
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fiut, it muft be remembered, tliat mxkfi 
of the fuceefs in both cafes, depends on a 
iorious inter^erfipa of thefe bhlliances,^ fi> 
as to! relieve tht heavier maffes, and fuftaii> 
due pr6portion«df light and fhade-— For rhe- 
torical flowers muft be difpofed and mingle J' 
ti^ith a ftudious delicacy of arrangement, anil 
interweave their blended beauties irt juflf 
contraft to the coarfcr texture of mofe fub- 
itantial argument. 

Thus (to adapt? our e^rpreffiotis to the fub-' 
jeft) in feme parts of the rhetorical ground^ 
Work, fmall feedliiigs of little viofet-tvopt^ 
Atould feem to fearfully revoke even the mi- 
nuter elegance/ they fo faintly difclofe— 
while, in others, more full-blown mcta^' 
phors, may diflfafe their ro/eat luxuriance^* 
and prodigally extend both ftem arid foliage 
among the thorny Jiveef-iriars of irony ; of 
entwining knots of fyllogiftie wooSine^^ 
with thefe alfo there ihould occafionally b& 
iiiterfperfcd, fbme brighter ornaments of 
wit, like the ipangles of the pattern, to va- 
riegate tht Jlken fentences of perfwafiofi^ 
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knd fct them off. with more dazzling die-* 

t • ...; : • \ •> ....-•.■ 

coration* ^ 

As to the latter, and far more original, 
flivifion of mifccllanebus eloquence, though^ 
fomethihg (it muft be owhed^ of its baier 
kind is equally obfervable in the fujlian^ 
tags and Jinales of our more ancient trage-* 
dies;* and on the famd plan too oC leaving 
a good in?*prcfii6n on the gallery ; yet it is 
certainly, in its true nature and peffedi ftate^, 
rooft cpmpletely fublime : and in the ex- 
emplified inftance defective only, in its un-*. 
accountably narrow and reftrided limitation ' 
to this world alone ; when, with equal cafe 
and efficacy, it mighr, and ought to be ex- 
tended, not only to the inhabitants of our 
own moon, and other lunatic countries, but 
alfo to every nation and people in the whole^ 
planetary fyftem : fo that, in any great con-^. 
grefs of aflronomical worlds, unherjal wbig^ 
gifm fhould as certainly be the ruling prin- 
ciple of the delegates of Jupiter's fatellites/ 
as a whig-prefideiit muft be deputed by the 
conftituents of Saturn's ring— It is only 
ftecefTary therefore to idd, that the refpcdt 

for 
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for this kind of gigantic rhetoric will be . 
greatly enhanced, by a ptoportidnable eIocu-» 
tion and aftiohv to juftiTy ^hd grace its mag- * 
Jnficcrice.— -For here, though the figures are 
incentionally dilatfcd and monftrotis, arid thd . 
colouring fyftematically overcharged, likd 
thofe of hpo/a faintin^Sj yet to. the igno* ' 
rant auditor above, the rhetoric of the for- 
hier will fcem as natural and juft; as the 
fyrhnaetryof the latter appears ejiaifl, and 
p'roporfiortable, to the ftupid gazer below-— 
For the eye and the ear are equally delighted 
^tid dftceividy in both the one, arid the other 

In thfe delivery therefore of thefe rhetoric 
c^l carkatur€s\ all that can be requifite to^ 
compieat thelteffe<ft> is fo accompany them* 
by congehial degrees of vioUnce arid vehc* 
mence, in expreflion, and deportment ; or, 
in (hV)ft, that the gfeftures and elocution of 
the oraitor, vvho pronounces thein, may 
fomewhat rclemble thofe of a furiousyf/z^/if-' 
m^r*, or a fanatic iit a frenzy. 

M Chakgk • 



CHAltGE THE MlNISTRVl 

AS moft of the writers^ who haVie? 
treated of the EnglUh conftitutiony 
(particularly thofe of foreign- countries) very 
ingenioufly prove, that a revolution- is ne- 
ccflary once a century to renovate it^ fpi- 
rit } fo, in order to proportionably purify 
our interior government, the Miniftry, by 
a fair and equable calculation, (hould un- 
dergo a change once at leaft, if not much^ 
oft'ner, in the courfe of every ten years, "^ 

More or left degrees of this principle of 
fnutabiihy are incident to* all bodies; na^ 
tural,- or politic; and univcrfally tend to re-^ 
new their genuine force and purity. 

But if this theory had never before beenr 
applied to the adminiflrations of this coun- 
try, furely the prefent minifters, and the 
pifefent times, would be admitted as irre- 
fragable 
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^gable argunjf nts, in favour of that 1^4- 
iional fuppUcation^ which now univerfally^ 
prevails, for the difmiffion of a ruinous 
jXliniftry, and the fubftitution of a virtuous 
Ppp^ofition, 

This ds^tional 4em^d 1^ grotpnded qji 
|>rincipjQS as pIaio> a^ they ought to be 
•decifivc,: vnamely^ that the prefent Mini- 
ilry are the iple and original caufes.of «that 
iiatal fourx:e of all our mifcpcs, the Amc- 
i^ican war; and, op fhjfc cpntrary, that 
Oppofition have frpnj liie ijirft moment, 
iinanimoufly reprobated the policy, andj^ 
;ivith uniform confiflrency, ever afterward? 
^ondeo^ned the j)rinciple .pf .colony-taxa.'n 
lioa^ . 

^uch is the pliin hroad bafis of 'that na-r 
tional fupplipation to change the prefent 
ruinous, and execrated Miniflers^—A fup- 
plication, which every diftridl of this coun-? 
try has not only united to enforce, but more 
diftindly promoted* with^pecnUar wifdom, 
in the late honourable delegation of its bei^ 
af)d gveateft Supporters, the members of 

Weft- 
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Wcftminfter and Surrey ; juriawed by the 
menaces, uncorrupted by thi& odious inflii* 
cnce of prerogative ! 

To this;iatipnal fupplication for the diP- 
miffion of the prefent flagitious Minifters, 
f he fubftitution of their virtuous Oppofers, 
is, by neceffary implication, infeparably 
connected. — But, if the public virtues' of 
that patriot band have not fuflficiently ftamp^ 
jtd the juftice of their claims on every Epg- 
lifli heart ; ipt cooler, and mpre deli* 
berate judgement trace theijr higher title to 
pre-eminence of ftaition,^ in unrivaled fupe^ 
riority of genius, in unparallelled exccU 
lence of education ; let their habits, ftixdies, 
and private virtues,, (all exercifed, with un- 
diflipated attention to advance the pubilc 
good; all directed to ^hc enrichment of 
their fellow-citizens ; the diminution of 
national expence :, and the promotion of 
juftice, probity, and honour,) be at once 
the plaineft, and fureft: proofs of their difr 
interefted views, as well as th? heft pledge? 
of their future upright, and hcneft conr 
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ANSWER. 

♦ * 

TO this great, and mpft important of 
all queftiqn^ i this capfe, aijd en^ 
pf all logic^ argument, and cloqueocc^ 
Jhis attra^Siyc power, to whofe nis^gnetic 
/orce, all. the lightcft, or weigbtieft bo- 
dies of r/eafoijing piuft irrefiftably gra* 
.yitate ; wijh mi^ed fenfations of regret, 
and fatisfadlion^ vye are at length ar^ 
rived^-^r?— 'Here ijioiild every fpecious de- 
idudiopj and every eftabliftjed proof, be 
equally admitted both from the advocates 
who attack, and the witnefles who defend, 
the wyfc $f ad^^iiniftration— Here fhould 
*ach (Jighteft particle of evidence, each mi- 
nute and fliadpvvy diftindion of opinion, 
be fairly and impartially depofited in that 
golden balance, which even-handed juftice 
fhould fufpend and ppife, to vs^eigh the 
doubtful conflia of political warfare — But, 
to afliil at fuch a trial would be far too fo- 
Jcmn, tP9 laborious, for prpfaner pens — 

It 
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It is a taflc that may be configncdf, with 
far greater fccurity, ^o the bufy zeal, and 
pcrfcvering patience, of polemical politi- 
cians—A hafty and imperfedl anfwer tp 
the foregoing '^ argument, fhail conclude 
tiefe (lighter toils— r— It mull be owned 
then, that the phiiofophy of minifterial 
changes, 15 worthy the folidity of its fo- 
reign theorifts—Jt fccms indeed very clofely 
borrowed fron> the Parifian viciflitudes of 
fafliion, drefs, and even furniture, for 
the refpeftive feafons— — On fo accommo- 
dating a fyftem, many fanciful vafietie? 
might be praftifed, to yariegate fucceffivc 
adminiftrationjs ; which, with that view, 
might be quarteriy ; and compofed of more 
decided charadlers for the two greater divi^ 
fions of the year, and a kind of demi^fajfof^ 
ftatefmen for the lefTer, 

This would giye an impartial rotation t(\ 
all forts of parties, and, by a juft adaption 
of difpofitions, and tempers, analogous to 
their fucceflive periods, might produce the 
happieft, and moft extraordinary cffefts— 
por, young adventuring politicians might 

fow 
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ibw the prmciples of a fcheme in the fpring 
adminiftration, which, when cultivated, 
and matured, by coalitions of the fummer 
and autumnal miniftries, would finally pro- 
duce the richeft fruits, to be trcafured, and 
difpenfed, by the colder caution and wintry 
wifdom of. more eipenenced counfellors, 
But after all, changes of miniftry are neither 
as fudden, nor as eafy, as changes of wea- 
ther, or changes of fcenery at a play houfe. 
— ^^And as the principle of mutability was 
not much infifted on, it will be fairer to re- 
cur to the more ferious and material fubr 
ftance of the argument.— —The petitions 
-*-and the two other great points — the 
origin of our troubles — and the confiftencf 
ofoppofition^ ' 

To thefe it may be briefly anfwered, that 
if it can poflibly be prov'd, that one of thd 
petitions was not invented, framed, and 
circulated, by thofe gentlemen, whofe ap- 
pointnacnt and elevation they feveraliy dic- 
tate, the truth of them ^//, (hall be univer- 
sal ly admitted,— *-But, on the contrary, if 
the whole pile of them was raifed,, fabrica- 
ted. 
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wd, and fupported, by one, and, the fitn& 
ffet of men, for one, and the fame purpofc ; 
the force of their evidence will riot be 
much relied 6n> ■ Next, as to the origin 
of the war, it is fufBcient to repeat that 
<rite truth, ** The stamp Act was, not the^ 
Work of the prefent miniftry !" And, in 
refpedl to the uniform refiftatice to the 
pfihciplc of American ftibordiriaii6ti," iht 
Equally felf-evident propofitron muft al- 
ways be Remembered *^ That to' oppofitio'ri 
alone are we indebted, for that abfolute and' 
univerfal claim to it; the declaratory 
law/' — Two moft trite refutations, of the 
two triteft of all charges ! which however 
as indifputaBly difprove the imputed de- 
linquency on the one fide, as thiy abfo- 
lutely overthrow the ridiculous claim ta 
confillency on thtr other. 

6iif, with regard indeed to the great cri'fe- 
rioriofnatioAal opinion, the iivo popular elec-- 
tions ; certainly much ftrefs is wifely and 
juftly laid upon //&i/ point--' nor would it pfove 
an Unpleafing tafk for fonfie advocate of op-* 
pofition, to draw an exadl parallel, in the 

manner 
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manner of Plutarch/betwfeen the/ou^ trium-< 
phant candidates ; wherein it would as Evi- 
dently appear, that the two admirals, who ff- 
verally fbare thefe domcftie honours^ are not 
more precifely alike in . principles and con- 
dudt j than the tvrofftatefnien alfo of the 
fame eledtiofts, refemble each other^ in high 
birthj, exalted genius, cultivated tafte, found 
reafonihg^ ftridt honour, and undamped for- 
ticuderf-^Which elofe, and mathematical, 
corifidefaiiofn of the fcveral relative pro* 
portions of merit, thiiTs mutually com- 
pared^ in their refpeftivc parallclsi muft, 
not only demon ftratc. the cxadt cJorrefpon- 
dence of their reciprocal excellencies, and 
therefore, by fair cohfequcnce, the truths 
and juftice of declaring thefe two elec- 
tions a cfommon, and equal ftandard of 
national opinion^ bnt alfo at once overthrow 
every cavilling notion that may arife of 
their ridiculous difiimilitudeji and eilabliih 
them, for the whole fucceeding feffion of 
parliament^ as the great political parallel-, 
logram of public fpirit* 
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It may hoover be unnecdlkrf U> eonflmir 
much Longer the. m}d(lerioas iafiAuatioi^ of 
ii^flvsncBy foi inditiloioufly cireulateij»/ 
preparatory to theie bailed tFiUcE)^s^ — ^t 
the moment^, it tnig&t kave been judiciouty 
nay, pofilbly, necefl&ry^ to* lean oA tbk po- 
pular argiiment--<-fiu£ to cofilimie H^ might 
now a^ppeaj? umvortby the pMwtHspf and 
fpirit of its Mitbor^ if net t3om lite the freft^ 
ful rtfourceof difeppointed jiride^r-*— r 
When 1^ teiaapeft haddiffcrered l^e good 
old veflel,: de^air might fly to any ctfuge.^ 
— The gilded- lion at the head>^ wafttheip 
no longer to be upheld^ by ron>antic>ent]bu^ 
fiafm^ as the glittering iign add %lendi(^ 
prefagc of viBory : diffcefo and danger bad 
deflroyed all fanciful cefped ; and exhaufV 
ted, finking,. {It^engtb caught at that majjeftic 
ruin; which^ feithfuU even to its debafer, 
elevated and fupported the very hand that 
felfifhly depreflfed it.— It has^ had its ufe I 
r*-performcd its fcrvicc t — Let it be ne 
longer expofed^ and, dragged. about,, {qv low 
mockery and infolent profanation; bat 
gcncroufly and gratefully /aU up^ like a vo- 
tive 
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tive tablet in the temple of Neptune, the 
confecrated record of uahoped-for refuge. 

It remains only to fty a few words on the 
lafl and powerful arguntlent for the Change 
of Miniftry ; namely, the decifivc fuperi- 
ority of abilities, on the part of Oppofitipn 
. — this Hvoxxixi^ common place, fo perpetually, 
and fo modeftly urged, might lead to per^ 
ibnal parallels, of all others the moft invi- 
dious, as well is difpotatte. — On this 
qucftion, every man muft jodgfe for him- 
^elf---All that fhallbe faidhere— is this • 
that it muft indeed be a much more infi- 
nite fuperiority of talent, than frequently 
ipccurs in the fcale of human underftand^ 
ing, that can* at once, render the qualifipa^ 
tions of any fet of men (who are ' compa- 
ratively unconverfant with official bufinefs, 
or, at leaft, not equally verfed of late year's 
in political negociations, foreign, or dpmef- 
tic 5) fo fupremely fuperexcellent to thofe of 
others, fome of whom have been literally 
.^ducatccl in ofcce, others paffed the gr^atcft 
jpart of their lives in foreign embaflies of 

com- 



compUcatcd concern, with tlje ableft^ and 
pureft reputation ; and all are perredly 
equal to ihcir competitors ii) every ad van- 
tage of rank and fituatipn.— To this the 
tJioufand declamatory common place rer 
plies of praftifed fr^ucj^ veteran fubtlety^ 
and profeffional treapbery, as they may be 
calily imagined, fhall be filently defpifed* 
r-7frtBrtainly there are individuals in oppor 
fitrdn, of moft extjenfive^ and poffibly un- 
equalled underftgtnding, the acceffion of 
Tvhofe abilities \yould give luftre tp public 
council, and be. ind.eed almofl; a national 
bleffing.*— But if the m]ferable appendages 
pf party mpft fqr ever fix their ponderous 
and oppre|Jive infJuence on talents forme4 
for free, and bold afpiring i then niay their 
perverted excellence be juftly pronounced 
the ruinpf th^r coi?ntry ; and wl^ile, to vul- 
gar obfervatjon^ this luminous and malig- 
pant prodigy, this fplendid, but baneful por- 
tent, fcatters terror and amazement i by 
every^morc thinking mind, it will at once 
be wondered at, and lamented ; admired, 
and deplored.— For pre-eminence of genius 

becomes doubly pernicious by the abufe of 

its 
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its own fuperiorlty^ and the contaminating 
degradation of the faculties of others ; and 
is indeed, both in efFedt, aod by example^ 
-r-Thc dejcay of ja whple age^ 
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